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The anatomy and pathology of the appendix vermiformis ceci, to¬ 
gether with its contents, are ably treated in the second chapter; and 
the author makes the interesting statement that the nearest approach to . 
a “ seed ” he has been able to find in an appendix, “was a piece of apple- 
core encrusted with phosphates.” 

Chapter III. is an admirable dissertation on appendicitis; which the 
author defines as “an infective, exudative inflammation of the appendix 
vermiformis ceci.” After describing its cause, and the manner of en¬ 
trance of the infection, the pathology of the disease is given in plain 
term, the text being rendered more interesting by the photo-micro¬ 
graphs and other illustrations. Three very good points which are forci¬ 
bly brought out are, first; the little reliance which can be placed upon 
the temperature in making the diagnosis; second, the marked dispro¬ 
portion which frequently exists between the pulse and the temperature ; 
and third, the fact that the presence or absence of an inguinal tumor is 
not important. He makes a comparison of the death-rate in cases treat¬ 
ed medically and surgically, and then details a typical case under each 
method of treatment, the comparison being strongly in favor of early 
surgical interference. 

In the fourth chapter the author gives a short history of the advance 
in popular favor made by the operative treatment of appendicitis in the 
last five years. His description of the operative technique leaves little to 
be desired. He strongly recommends the short incision ; the proper 
length, to his mind, being one inch and a-half. He says that this gives 
all the room necessary for cases, even with dense and extensive adhes¬ 
ions, and the shortness of the incision, together with accurate and care¬ 
ful returning of the incised structures, favors the production of an 
“ evanescent scar,” and greatly shortens the period of the patient’s con¬ 
finement to bed. “ An inch-and-a-half in a week-and-a-half ’ being not 
at all uncommon in his cases. 

An interesting report of the author’s first hundred consecutive cases 
of operations for appendicitis then follows, which shows four deaths in 
the first twenty-five cases ; two deaths in the second twenty-five, and 
only one death in each of the third and fourth sections; while there 
were no deaths among the fifty-nine simple cases (i. e., those without 
general infection.) 

Chapter V. consists of notes on some twenty-eight different subjects, 
notable among which are : “Another Method for Palpitation of the Kid¬ 
ney, ” “ The Drainage Wick,” “ Is Evolution Trying to Do Away With 
the Clitoris ? ” and “ Ovarian Transplantation.” 

December, 1895. GAZZAM. 


Myxcedema AND THE Thyroid Gland. By John D. 
Gimlette, M.R.C.S. (Eng.); L.R.C.P. (Lond.) J. and 
A. Churchill, London, 1895. 

The little volume before us had its origin in an augural thesis writ¬ 
ten in Portugese, in accordance with the rules of the medical school of 
Lisbon. It was afterwards modified and published in English in the 
hope that the general practitioner might find it a convenient epitome of the 
present state of our knowledge on the subject. This object on the part 
of the writer has been fully attained. The subject is considered in 
three parts; first, “Topics Relative to Myxcedema,” in which the his¬ 
tory, etiology, symptomatology, complications and varieties, diagnosis, 
and clinical cases are fully considered. Secondly, “Topics Relative to 
the Thyroid Gland,” in which its anatomy, histology and physiology are 
considered. Part III. deals exclusively with the pathology and treats 
ment of myxcedema itself. 
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We are glad to note that while full credit is given to Dr. Ord, that 
the part played by Sir William Gull in first calling attention to this dis¬ 
ease, is fully recognized. “ To him,” as the writer states, “ belongs the 
honor of the authorship of the first pathological treatise, and to the 
Clinical Society the satisfaction of having stimulated the first clinical 
studies of this disease, which have been crowned with such remarkable 
results.” 

The clinical description is full and satisfactory and this is true of 
the subjects treated in the book throughout. An excellent index is also 
added. F. X. DERCUM. 


Appendix to Dundlison’s Medical Dictionary. 
Twenty-first edition. Philadelphia. Lea Brothers & 
Co., 1895. 


This latest addition to the original Dunglison’s Dictionary consists 
of twenty-four large octavo pages, and brings the work abreast of the 
times. 

It contains a large number of new words and names, notably chemi¬ 
cal and bacteriological, as would be naturally inferred considering the 
rapid strides these two sciences are daily making, and is a valuable addi- 
tton to this most excellent work. GAZZAM. 


The Anniversary of the Standard Dictionary. 

The Funk & Wagnall’s Company celebrated on November 27, the 
first anniversay of the completion of their “Standard Dictionary,” by 
putting to press the 90th thousand of this great work. This is a very 
large number of dictionaries to print in a single year. The publishers’ 
mathematician has figured out that, if these 90,000 sets were piled flat, 
one upon another, they would reach nearly seven miles in height; and 
the printed pages, if laid end to end, would extend over 40,000 miles, 
one and three-fifth times around the globe ! 

But the most significant of the triumphs of the first year of this re¬ 
markable dictionary, and the most gratifying to Americans, is the won¬ 
derful reception given to the work by the most exacting of the linguistic 
critics in England. Especially is this so when we remember how reluc¬ 
tant, naturally enough, the English are to look to a foreign country for a 
dictionary of their own tongue. It is something extraordinary for an 
American work of this kind to elicit words of such enthusiastic praise as 
those uttered by such scholars of the Oxford University as Professor 
Sayce and Max Muller, and well-known scholars of other English uni¬ 
versities, and from such journalistic critics as those of the London Stan¬ 
dardSaturday Review, Notes and Queries , Nature, London Times, 
Westminster Review, Athenceum, Mark Lane Express, Scotsman, 
Liverpool Post, St James Budget. The latter closes his critical review 
with the following superlative indorsement: 

“To say that it is perfect in form and scope is not extravagance of 
praise, and to say that it is the most valuable dictionary of the English 
language is but to repeat the obvious. The Standard Dictionary should 
be the pride of literary America, as it is the admiration of literary Eng¬ 
land.” 

May the triumphs of the second year of this dictionary equal those 
of the first; they could not well exceed them ! 



